
 

 

Message 
from the 
Head of 
Campus 
 
As we approach the end of 
term 2 and SOTA’s 65th anniversary, we are 
grateful for what we have achieved together as 
well as excited about what’s ahead for us.  
 
Let’s start with gratitude: did you know that this is 
the 25th issue of SOTA Speak in its current 
newsletter format? Together, we have been 
consistently producing this newsletter since the 
first issue in August 2020. Well done to every 
contributor, especially the teachers, OPFA and 
CGC chairpersons. Importantly, our thanks to 
Kristy for organising and formatting every 
contribution to ensure a neat presentation of the 
newsletter.  
 
As I looked back at our past newsletters, I realised 
that often my contributions have been expressions 
of gratitude and appreciation. The concept of 
School of the Air as initiated by its founder, 
Adelaide Miethke epitomises the strength of 
humanity. Because of her vision and drive to 
realise it, children in the outback who couldn’t 
travel easily to a school have access to a dynamic 
education. After more than seven decades since 
the first School of the Air in Alice Springs in 1951, 
the concept has grown and continued to be 
relevant, essential and appreciated by outback 
families. I recognise the gratitude and appreciation 
of SOTA by student engagement to school as 

evident by their enthusiastic participation in 
assemblies and lessons, 90% average attendance 
rate and positive and strong partnerships with 
parents and supervisors. This level of engagement 
is the result of the collective commitment and 
work by parent and supervisors in instilling in 
students the importance and value of school and 
supporting them to learn and persevere through 
challenges, teachers’ work in designing and 
implementing safe, supportive and enjoyable 
learning and SSOs that diligently support staff, 
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Events 
Camp: 3-7 July 

Book Week: 19-25 August 

Mini Schools: 25 - 29 September 

Get Together: 8 - 9 December 

Student Free Day 
August 7th  

School Closure Day 
September 8th 

 

OPFA and SOTA 
CGC 

Outback Parents and Friends 
Association (OPFA) 

An opportunity for the parents, supervisors and 
staff of students enrolled with the Port Augusta 
School of the Air (SOTA) to discuss any aspects 

associated with the school. 

SOTA Committee of Governing 
Council (CGC) 

The SOTA CGC discuss governance issues that 
require further discussion from OPFA meetings. 

OPFA/CGC upcoming meeting dates 

All meetings at 3:30pm  

OPFA:   Week 3 (T3) Wednesday 9 August.  

CGC:    Week 4 (T3) Wednesday 16 August.  

DES 

 
It has come time to dust off all those heart-warming 
traditional recipes you all love to make so much. The 
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Title: A Waltz for Matilda  

Author: Jackie French 

Reviewer: Stella (Brumbies) 

What it’s about: A young girl growing up and learning to be self-confident. Matilda, the girl, develops 
her small sheep station into the largest sheep station in the area. 

Recommendation: I personally loved it, I was so sad when it ended, I’d say it’s for anyone Year 6 and 
up. 

 

Title: Grace on the Court  

Author: Maddy Proud 

Rating: 10/10 

Reviewer: Magenta (Eagles) 

What it’s about: In the book Grace which is the main character goes to a new school with her friends 
Mia and Stella. She loves netball and really wants to be a professional. She got put into the A grade 
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I definitely recommend reading this book as it is really interesting! 

Age recommendation: 10 years and up 

 

Title: Just Binnie  

Author: Dick King Smith 

Age group: 10 and up 

Reviewer: Winsome (Eagles) 

What it’s about: Just Binnie is about a family whose mum and dad go on the Titanic ship and die. The 
oldest sibling Binnie has to look after the five kids. Binnie falls in love with the vicar, but then World 
War One begins and Binnie’s two older brothers and the vicar go to war. 

Recommendation: I loved this book and I recommend it to everyone. It was a nice story that was quite 
easy to read. 

 

Title: Real Pigeons 

Author: Andrew McDonald 

Rating: 10/10 

Reviewer: Cody (Brumbies) 

What it’s about: The real pigeons are a gang of crime fighting pigeons. They stop crows, bats, cats and 
ostriches from causing chaos in the city. The book was really good and quite enjoyable. I liked this book 
because of its style of drawing, the action and descriptive language.  
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Term 2 Week 4 

Miss Emma: 

Beau for his fantastic attitude towards learning and 

the effort he has put into completing his follow up 

tasks. 

 

Miss Jo: 

Sanaisha for some super progress with her reading 

and always having a go at tasks on Webex. Keep up 

the great work Sanaisha! 

 

Miss Morley:  

Annastasia for her positive attitude towards  

learning, being organised and committed to her 

independent tasks, and producing some excellent 

work in Health with Miss Megan 

 

Miss Kaur: 

Lucy for always participating in class discussions and 

having a go at doing challenging learning tasks. 

 

 

Ms Mel:  

Aurelia for her continued improvement in Maths, 

including her neat bookwork and comprehensive 

working out shown in her end of topic test. 

Term 2 Week 6 

Miss Emma: 

Roy for always doing his best in maths follow up 

tasks. 

 

 

Miss Jo: 

Lisma for trying super hard with her letter formation 

and finger spaces when completing written work. 

Way to go Lisma! 

 

Miss Morley: 

Shaq for this enthusiasm, engagement, and 

willingness to share this term in our Indigenous 

perspective studies 

 

 

Miss Kaur: 

PJ for trying his best in the Digi Tech lesson and 
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Miss Morley – Term 2 Year 3/4 
Almost the end of Term 2 already, what a busy bunch the Year 3-4s have been!  

�/�[�u���•�µ�‰���Œ���]�u�‰�Œ���•�•�������Á�]�š�Z�����o�o���š�Z�����o�����Œ�v�]�v�P���Á���[�À�������}�v���V���]�v�À���•�Ÿ�P���Ÿ�v�P���‰�o���v�š�•���]�v���}�µ�Œ��
�P���Œ�����v�•�U���‰�Œ�����Ÿs�]�v�P���u���l�]�v�P���‰���©���Œ�v�•�����v�����(�Œ�����Ÿ�}�v�•�U���š�Œ�Ç�]�v�P���}�µ�Œ��

�Z���v���•�����š�����}���]�v�P�U�����v�������Æ�‰�o�}�Œ�]�v�P���š�Œ�����]�Ÿ�}�v al stories, artworks, and 
histories of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lara’s Acknowledgement of Country 

Shaquille’s Bush Artwork 

Lawson Household Fraction 
Hunt 

Jayden’s Eucalyptus 
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Nelson

PJ

Winsome

Lachie 

Magenta

James 

Miss Kaur – Year 5/6 
It’s almost the end of Semester 1, 2023 and I’m so proud of all the learning year 5/6 have done this semester. In 
English, we learnt all about advertisements. We looked at different language and visual features used in an 
advertisement. 

In Art, students sketched and painted a painterly portrait using a range of skills they have been learning with the 
marvellous Miss Mel.  
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Mareike

Cody

Micah Lucy 
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Ms Mel – Term 2 Year 7 
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