
Botanical collections
Mediterranean Garden (C4)

See the clever strategies of water 
wise plants from the mediterranean 
climate zones of southern Europe, 
California, South Africa, southern 
Australia and Chile.

Garden of Health (C1)

An iconic health and wellbeing 
demonstration garden, displaying 
plants used to heal and promote 
wellbeing in western and non-
western cultures.

Australian Native Garden (F6)

An innovative and inspirational 
garden demonstrating how 
Australian native plants can be used 
to create a cottage-style garden that 
is both lush and water-wise.

International Rose Garden (B6)

Adelaide’s mediterranean climate 
makes it the natural home for 
roses in Australia. Stroll amongst 
thousands of varieties in the 
International Rose Garden and 
National Rose Trial Garden. Roses 
fl ower from October to April.

Rangelands Garden (C6)

Bringing the Australian outback to 
the city, the plaza displays rare arid 
zone plants from South Australia’s 
mallee and Flinders Ranges. These 
plants were grown from seed 
collected by the South Australian 
Seed Conservation Centre and 
cuttings by staff.

Australian Forest (B4)

Discover the diversity of Australian 
plants including spectacular trees 
dating back to the original plantings 
of the Garden over 150 years ago, 
as well as trees from across Australia.

Economic Garden (C2)

Developed to demonstrate what 
a variety of fi bres, oils, herbs and 
spices look like in their living plant 
form, before being harvested and 
processed into the many products 
we know and use today.

Cactus and
Succulent Garden (C2)

Discover how plants from the 
Americas and Africa have evolved to 
deal with their harsh environments 
and the similarities between them.

First Creek Wetland (D5)

In addition to providing a 
sustainable water supply for the 
gardens, the First Creek Wetland 
shows how beautiful, essential and 
useful wetlands are for maintaining 
a healthy environment.

Botanic Park
Directly north of the Garden is 
Botanic Park. Purchased by the 
Gardens in the 19th century, 
the Park hosts an arboretum of 
stately trees. In the 19th and 
early 20th century, Speakers 
Corner was a center of rich 
public debate every Sunday.

Culture and architecture
Adelaide Botanic Garden is rich in art, architecture 
and heritage. There are statues, fountains 
and artworks as well as changing exhibitions 
in the Museum of Economic Botany. 

Several eras of built architecture 
can be seen, including the 
1909 red brick heritage-listed 
Goodman Building (C6) 
formerly the headquarters of the 
Metropolitan Tramways Trust and 
the old Tram Barn A, which now 
houses the State Herbarium 
(C6), Australian Centre for 
Ancient DNA and our library.

The tiny stone Deadhouse (D5) 
built in 1882 is the remaining 
evidence of the Adelaide Lunatic 
Asylum which once stood in the 
southeast corner of the garden.

North Lodge (B3), home to the 
Friends of the Botanic Gardens 
of Adelaide, is fi lled with 
charming displays and gifts. 

The Simpson Shadehouse 
(C4) was opened to the public 
in 1919. The shadehouse 
contains a collection of 
shade-loving plants including 
Australian ferns and palms.

Museum of 
Economic Botany (D4)

The building was completed in 
1881 and is the last museum 
of its kind in the world. The 
museum also stages a program 
of intriguing art exhibitions. 

Gardens under glass
Explore three impressive 
glasshouses in the Garden. 

The design of the Amazon 
Waterlily Pavilion (2007) (D3) 
was inspired by the leaf structure 
of the Amazon Waterlily. The 
original pond dates to 1868 
and is still the central feature.

The Palm House (D2) built 
in 1877 (and restored in 1995) 
was pre-fabricated in Germany 
using cutting edge design from 
the late 1800s. It is one of the 
last of its kind in the world. 

The Bicentennial Conservatory 
(C5) built in 1989 is the largest 
single span glasshouse in 
the Southern Hemisphere 
featuring rainforest plants.

Garden highlights

How botanic gardens
changed the world ...
Plants are fundamental to life. They bring life 
to our soils and provide our food, clothing, 
shelter, medicines and energy. Botanic gardens 
have collected and displayed plants for 
education and enjoyment since the 1500s. 

As we have come to learn 
more about their unique 
qualities, plants have been the 
catalyst for world-change and 
have shaped civilisations. Our 
collections provide a window 
into how plants have changed 
the world from ancient times 
through to today.

16th Century
The fi rst physic gardens in Pisa 
and Padua harnessed plants for 
medicinal use. This signifi cant 
step in the use of botany for 
healing is refl ected in our 
Garden of Health (D2). 

17th and 18th Centuries
Scientifi c institutions began to 
study, classify and understand 
plants and natural science. 
The classifi cation of plants can 
be seen in the Classgrounds 
(B4), from the most primitive 
monocots and grasses to more 
complex fl owering plants.

19th Century
Plants and their products began 
to be viewed as commodities 
that could be harvested 
for wealth and economic 
development. The great 
European empires shifted crops 
between colonies as a means 
of achieving wealth. The wealth 
of economic botany is on show 
at the Museum of Economic 
Botany (D4).

Today
Botanic gardens are playing 
an increasing role in plant 
conservation by studying and 
growing threatened species 
and educating the public. With 
ongoing threats from climate 
change and environmental 
degradation, the role of 
botanic gardens in protecting 
and promoting the botanical 
world is essential to our 
sustainable future.


